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Still I Rise

“Still I rise,” by Maya Angelou is a poem that insists on the right to justice, and refusing to be oppressed. It reminds the people of their rights, not selecting either male or female, a child or the elderly, either black or white, but strongly insisting on the rights of all human beings. It strongly attacks and at the same time intimidates the second person, who is being referred to as the “you, “in the poem. The flow of the poem is simple and can easily be understood. The theme of the poem is clear, and rhymes well with the sounds of the poem to bring about an endless flow of the poem, which can easily be predicted.  The use of similes and metaphors in all the stanzas bring about the feeling of good comparison, and reality in the poem. In addition, the use of hyperboles also brings about the sense of right to live freely and un-oppressed in the society.  Generally, the poem brings a feeling and a sense of hope to the oppressed, by reminding them that they still have a right to live freely, without being depended or oppressed. The poem is explicated as follows.
The poem does not only major on what most people think. When one reads the poem, the first thing that comes in mind is the denial of civil rights through exploitation such as slavery, nepotism, race, sex and gender. However, the poem generally covers all rights which any human being deserves. These rights include right to freedom, education, good food, shelter, freedom of movement, speech and the right to own property. The theme, reminds everyone that they should not allow themselves to be subjects of torture, humiliation, or any form of injustice, no matter the situation since human beings are not subjects of injustice.

The poem has 43 lines. The 43 lines comprise of 7 quatrains and two end stanzas. Combined, all these make out the theme, individual hope with the sentence, “ I rise up,’’ being repeated all through in a fashion known as mantra. The poem is totally aimed at the second person, who in this case is the oppressor.  The poem therefore takes different or rather irregular rhyme scheme, which is abcb, abcb, abcc and aabb all the way to the last stanza, thus giving the poem a solid ending. Words like eyes/cries, hard/backyard, surprise/thighs flow giving the stanzas a regular rhyme scheme. 
 
The poem has a strong natural imagery which brings about the sense of nature in the poem. This makes the sound of the poem loud, and thus giving the poem a strong use of diversity in as much as nature is concerned. Examples of nature in the poem include: moons and suns, tides and Black Ocean, clear daybreak and ancestral gifts which all combine to give a definite end to the poem.
Similes and metaphors are present in the poem. Almost in every stanza, a metaphor or a simile is present. Examples of similes and metaphors from the first to the last stanza include: ….but still, like dust, I’ll rise. ‘To the last …..I am the dream and the hope of the slave (Angelou M. NP). In addition, the poem has a defiance, a feeling that that the speaker is trying to bring to live the conscience of the oppressor by reminding them of their wicked past compared to the realities of today. Examples of defiance include the use of the word sassiness and haughtiness and sexiness (Angelou M. NP). The poem awakens the oppressed and brings them a dawn of hope and self confidence in their new lives.
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